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State Secretaries. One of the great problems of the work of the Institute- 
of Sacred Literature is, not how to persuade people to study the Bible, but how 
to bring its aid to all who are ready and waiting for it. While it is true that 
the greater part of the Christian world is yet sleeping and indifferent to the 
need of systematic Bible study, thousands, aroused by the disturbing touch of 
controversy, have determined to investigate for themselves. For such as 
these, without the guidance of the experience and wisdom of great teachers, 
there may await a period of doubt and difficulty. But with such guidance, 
an increasing faith and abundant recompense for personal investigation are 
assured. 

But how shall we reach these people ? If a million learn of their opportunity 
this year, there are yet a million more whose need is possibly greater. There 
are but two means at our disposal, — the printed page and the human voice. 
Of the former, all possible use will be made through circular, periodical and 
organization. For the last, we must depend upon our secretaries, examiners, 
correspondence students and our many other friends. 

As soon as practicable, the country will be so covered by a corps of secre- 
taries, that no district will lack a center from which to draw to itself a per- 
sonal interest in its welfare. Appointments must be made slowly, however, 
as much depends upon the choice of these secretaries. Those now appointed 
are as follows : For Ohio, Rev. W. W. White of the U. P. Theological Seminary, 
Xenia. For Illinois, Prof. Charles Horswell of Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston ; for Wisconsin, Prof. Williams of the University of Wisconsin ; for 
Kansas, Prof. F. W. Phelps of Topeka, Kansas ; for the Methodist denomina- 
tion of Canada, Rev. A. M. Phillips of Toronto ; for the country of Mexico,. 
Rev. W. D. Powell of the Mission Bautista, Saltillo, Mexico. 

Bible Clubs. The Bible Club work of the Institute has during the past two 
months been laid before several important assemblages, notably, the National 
Conventions of the Y. P. S. C. E. at Minneapolis and the Baptist Young Peo- 
ple at Chicago. 

These were rare audiences composed of the choicest young people of the 
land. With youthful vigor, eagerness for inspiration, ready submission to 
guidance, and minds unprejudiced by habitual lines of thought, they consti- 
tuted an audience before whom it was a rare privilege to be allowed to speak 
upon the subject of Bible study. At the Chicago convention, the subject pre- 
sented was "Why should we study the Bible", and at Minneapolis "How 
should we study the Bible," with a practical illustration in a study of the Book 
of Nahum. 

The young people's society in the church is a legitimate and sadly uncul- 
tivated field for Bible study. We shall have many opportunities during th& 
coming year to note the growth of a new interest in this direction. 
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Examinations. The best four months of the year yet remain before the 
date set for the examinations on the Gospel of John and the Life of the Christ. 
Ample time yet remains to prepare for the highest grade of either of these 
examinations. A thousand new examiners should offer their services during 
the month of September. How many of these can you by your personal effort 
secure? Is your minister an examiner? Does your Sunday school superin- 
tendent know of the plan? Have you yourself tried to form a group? These 
are personal questions. If you have no announcements at hand, will you not 
send for some at once and renew your efforts to push forward this work? It 
is a partial solution of the serious problem of the careless preparation of Sun- 
day school lessons. 



